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POUR UN PLUS GRAND NOMBRE DE FEMMES ÉLUES AU CANADA

ELECTING MORE WOMEN IN CANADA
September 25, 2008

For Immediate Release

Vote for a Woman: Opportunity to elect more women MPs as major parties make progress, says Equal Voice
OTTAWA - Canada’s major political parties have nominated 387 women to run as candidates in the federal election – a record number for Canada. While this falls far short of fair representation at just 29 per cent of all candidates, it is a sign of progress and increased efforts by all major parties, says Equal Voice, which challenged the leaders of all parties to field more women candidates in this election. 

“This improvement provides more opportunities than ever to increase the representation of women in Parliament,” says Equal Voice Chair Raylene Lang-Dion. 
“The key now is for Canadians to support women candidates of their choice, by voting for capable women in their own ridings, or sending cheques and supporting women in the party of their choice in other ridings, says Lang-Dion. “We need every woman we can get into the House of Commons. We believe women from all sides of the political spectrum will help to moderate the adversarial tone of federal politics, set new priorities, improve the quality of public life – and, of course, more fairly represent the population.”

Equal Voice members have noted a heightened interest among the media, and Canadians, in the unfair representation of women in politics, sparked by the huge coverage of Hillary Clinton’s remarkable, but failed, run to be the Democratic presidential nomination in the United States, and the Republicans’ choice of Sarah Palin as that party’s vice-presidential nominee.  But the story behind the headlines, both in Canada and the States, is the disappointing low numbers of women politicians elected across North America.  Canada ranks 51st, and the U.S. 69th in world rankings of countries by the numbers of women in national legislatures. In the latest update by the Inter-parliamentary Union, Canada’s House was just 21.3 per cent female and the U.S. Congress just over 16 per cent— far behind most of the democratic world in opening the doors to political power-sharing.

Eighteen months ago—on International Women’s Day, March, 8, 2007—Equal Voice challenged the political parties in Parliament to nominate more women for the current election.  Leaders in all four parties represented in Parliament rose in the House of Commons and pledged to do better this time.
And they have kept that promise, although some parties have had more success than others:
The Liberals are running 113 women, or 37 per cent of their candidates, the largest number of women ever to run for the party, and exceeding leader Stephane Dion’s promise to run one-third women.

The New Democrats have also exceeded one third, fielding 104 women, or 34 per cent of NDP candidates.

The Bloc Quebecois slate of 75 Quebec candidates includes 21 women or 28 per cent. 

The Green Party, under the only woman leader in the race, Elizabeth May, is running 89 women, or 29 per cent of the Green’s nominated candidates.
The Conservatives are running 60 women out of 307 candidates, just 20 per cent. Although behind the others in terms of women running, Stephen Harper’s party has increased its female candidates to 19 per cent of candidates from 12 per cent last time.
Small parties are running another 50 women. There are 437 female candidates overall, and 1156 male candidates, or 27 per cent and 73 per cent respectively.
Equal Voice researcher Vicky Smallman says the improved performance should mean more women will be elected to Parliament on October 14 than the 64 female MPs elected in 2006. 
“Everything depends on how many of those women candidates are actually in winnable ridings, and which parties win on Election Day,” said Smallman.  Her analysis shows that a significant percentage of women in the two big national parties are running in ridings where they have little chance.

“Equal Voice is asking voters to improve those women’s chances of winning,” said Lang-Dion. “When you can support a woman at the ballot box, vote for her. And support her and other women candidates financially. It is time for a breakthrough.”
For full national tracking, and analysis, see www.equalvoice.ca 

Equal Voice is posting a list of all female candidates on its website, with contact information.  
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For more information, please contact:  
Francoise Gagnon, National Executive Director, (613) 327-9980

Raylene Lang-Dion, National Chair, (613) 355-3428

Vicky Smallman, Equal Voice researcher, (613) 295-8129
