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POUR UN PLUS GRAND NOMBRE DE FEMMES ÉLUES AU CANADA

ELECTING MORE WOMEN IN CANADA

September 23, 2008

For Immediate Release
“Take our Girls to Vote”
Equal Voice Partner Coalition Promotes Political Literacy for Girls
OTTAWA – A coalition of organizations including Equal Voice, The Dominion Institute, Girl Guides of Canada- Guides du Canada, Student Vote, TakingITGlobal, and YWCA Canada is asking voters and politicians to make a pledge to bring a girl to the polls on Election Day. 
 
 “We are appealing to all political nominees as well as Canadians from coast to coast to coast to join our ranks.  Our goal is to have every woman and man complete a pledge committing to bringing a girl to the polls on Election Day, and help us in our efforts to engage young Canadian girls to take part in the democratic and political process that shapes our country,” says Francoise Gagnon, National Executive Director for Equal Voice. 
With Election Day rapidly approaching for Canadians, the coalition seeks to raise awareness of the importance of voting to young girls, so that they will grow to be politically involved at every level. "Low voter turnout remains a major public policy issue in Canada," says Lindsay Mazzucco, Chief Operating Officer for Student Vote, a non-profit organization that works with teachers to provide a real-life parallel election experience for students under the voting age. "Student Vote believes that by introducing our political process at an early age, young Canadians will be more inclined and prepared to participate in the future." 
 “Our mission at Equal Voice is to promote the election of women in all levels of political office,” says Equal Voice’s National Vice-Chair Donna Dasko.  “Outreach to young girls plays a significant role in breaking down gender barriers.  By taking young girls in our lives to the polls, we introduce them to democratic participation and show them how their vote matters and how they can make a difference.”

With their membership of more than 100,000 girls and women, Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada (GGC) fosters the principles of female leadership building.  Deborah Del Duca, CEO says that, “As one of Canada’s largest leadership organizations for girls and women, we are pleased to partner with Equal Voice and support the “Take our Girls to Vote” campaign. Promoting the election of more women to government in Canada not only provides a strong voice for women, but also helps to create strong role models for younger generations. The work of Equal Voice and the other organizations involved in this campaign exemplify what we’re all about at GGC – challenging and empowering Canadian girls in order to help them understand their responsibilities as citizens of Canada and the larger world.” 

“Girls learn empowerment and leadership by example,” says Paulette Senior, CEO of YWCA Canada, the country’s oldest and largest multi-service women’s organization.  “The positive impact of Take our Girls to Vote is virtually limitless. Teaching girls to value voting is an important step toward ensuring that as adults, they feel fully entitled to participate in all levels of the electoral process, from casting a ballot to becoming prime minister.” 

“Take our Girls to Vote” is an initiative that crosses party lines,” says Francoise Gagnon, National Executive Director for Equal Voice.  “"The reality is that voting is a habit. And, good habits require nurturing." adds Alison Faulknor, Associate Director of the Dominion Institute. "Studies have shown that increased political knowledge translates into engaged citizenry. The more they understand and appreciate their right to vote, the more likely they will become lifelong voters."  
Joining the efforts is TakingITGlobal, a Canadian based organization that seeks to help young people become more actively engaged in their local and global communities. “For the members of the TakingITGlobal community, civic participation is an extremely important component.  It is vital that in the up-coming Canadian election that young people, in particular young women, exercise their right to vote and have their voices heard.  This initiative most definitely brings awareness to the importance of the youth vote and we look forward to being involved as an organization,” says Kirsten Jordan, TakingITGlobal’s Strategic Partnerships Coordinator.

All partners will be contributing to the initiative through outreach to their members, promoting dialogue on the issue, and disseminating information through various means.

“This project is a natural extension of the work that we already perform during elections.  It is our hope that girls across Canada will be inspired by their participation in Student Vote, and be the ones to ask their parents to take them to the polls.”
Pledge forms are available on-line at www.equalvoice.ca
Equal Voice is a group of concerned women and men nationwide, who have formed a multi-partisan, non-profit organization with a mission to promote the election of more women to all levels of political office. More information can be found at www.equalvoice.ca
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For media inquiries on Take our Girls to Vote, please contact:
Françoise Gagnon, National Executive Director, Equal Voice (613) 327-9980 fgagnon@equalvoice.ca
Shauna Klein, Manager, Marketing & Strategic Alliances, Girl Guides of Canada (416) 487-5281 x248 kleins@girlguides.ca
Lindsay Mazzucco, Student Vote Co-Founder and Chief Operating Officer

647-214-2482

Lindsay@studentvote.ca
Kirsten Jordan, Strategic Partnerships Coordinator, Tel: (416) 977 9363 ext 317, E-mail:  kirsten@takingitglobal.org
Paulette Senior, CEO, YWCA Canada (416) 962-8881
Alison Faulkner, Associate Director, The Dominion Institute, (416) 368-9627
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